NOBEL
it is as impossible to get pen and ink as it is to get ideas.   Every-
thing freezes in this desolation. . . /'
This is the last letter of his for a considerable period. His
father's remark quoted above shows that he was still working for
the company in 1856, and he was also working for It in September,
1857, when he received his first patent in Petersburg for a gaso-
meter. It was shortly afterwards that the crisis in the Nobel
factory occurred, and Alfred was sent at the end of 1858 to London
and Paris to endeavour to raise the necessary funds to carry on;
in this, however, he was unsuccessful, and in 1859 his father went
to Sweden, It is generally stated that Alfred followed him there,
but this was not the case, for when his father left he was dangerously
ill and if he was in Stockholm before 1863, it can only have been
on a casual visit. According to the ratepayers' list, his brother
Emil only was staying with his parents ; when Alfred joined them
in 1863, he was entered as being a member of a church in Peters-
burg, He cannot therefore have gone to Sweden with his father.
And it also appears from Robert Nobel's account book, to which
we have referred above, that Robert and Alfred were living together
in Petersburg in 1860, Everything points to the fact that they
were also working together at this time ; it is probable that Alfred
later had a position in Ludwig's armament factory*
Alfred came to Stockholm in 1863 as the result of letters from
his father, one of which, dated the 3rd July, 1863, has been pre-
served. In that letter Immanuel wrote : " I am now at last able
to tell you that I have achieved a really fruitful result with gun-
powder, which I can now produce at an insignificant cost, and in
the same quality as the best French shot-gun powder. The manu-
facture of this powder might develop into an enormous business,
especially in Russia, as the annual consumption of gunpowder in
that country amounts to 200,000 Ibs., in addition to which they
require to have a supply of 400,000 Ibs. in reserve. We are bound
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